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News Brief: Education & Youth

EIF Survey Data Shows Middle-School Math Collapse and Why Government
Schools are the Lifeline for Rural Girls.

Survey Scope: This independent study (Kangra Rural Learning Assessment 2026) was
designed and led entirely by four young women from rural backgrounds. They assessed
academic potential of 200 children across 20 villages in Kangra to move past official
enrollment numbers and see what children are actually learning. We have shared these
findings with district and state-level stakeholders to ensure our evidence informs policy
decisions.

Key Findings:

» Passing the Grade, Missing the Concept: While children are enrolled and
attending school, many are struggling to keep up with the curriculum. Our tests
show that only 35% of the surveyed children were able to clear the assessment of
basic grade level concepts across all three core subjects—English, Math, and
Science.

o The Middle-School Math Collapse: The academic decline is sharpest in middle
school (Grades 6-8) and math is the biggest hurdle. Specifically, girls' math
competency falls to 17% during these years.

* Household Spending Bias Against Girls: We found a clear bias in how families
invest in education. From our surveyed sample, a massive 77% of boys are sent to
private schools, compared to only 56% of girls. Furthermore, boys receive more
private tutoring (33.7%) than girls (24.3%), leaving girls to navigate harder
subjects without the extra support they need to succeed.

e Government School Closures Threaten Girls Most: Within our surveyed
population, girls account for majority (71%) of the students attending government
schools. Government schools serve as the primary support system for rural female
education. Closing these schools would directly cut off the most reliable
educational path for rural girls, who lack the alternative options available to boys.

* The Big Government School Surprise: Parents often move their children to
private schools because they think it guarantees a better overall education.
However, our data shows that while private schools are much better at teaching
English, government schools are almost equal to private schools in teaching math
and science concepts (Math: 42% vs 46%, Science: 65% vs 69%).

» The Digital Distraction: Despite 89% of children having internet access, only 7%
use it for education. The vast majority are trapped in a loop of gaming and social
media, which acts as a major deterrent to their mental and academic growth. With
46% of children having no digital safety training, they are also highly exposed to
online risks.

About Us: The Enlightened India Foundation (EIF) has been serving rural Kangra for
five years through a fully self-funded, independent model. This independent study was
designed and conducted by the EIF leadership team, led by Smita Choudhary, Shivati
Jasrotia, Priyanka, and Diksha Thakur. Run entirely by young women, our foundation
works to build rural-grown systems that are backed by rigorous field evidence. We
don’t just report problems; we act on them. This past May and June, we launched pilot
digital safety workshops for over 3,100 students across 16 schools. Explore our full
reports and
www.enlightenedindia.org.
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o1 sfiws: frem sik gar

witTet # fAen Fir ghicra: Afza wga 7 70T Ht FASHR iR TRAR Thal &
Agd|

HA&IUT Rl ETORT: Tg Wds NI (RivTeT TTHIOT fALTOT FeaierT 2026) TTHIOT gEH
Y IR gafaal grT foear wam &1 S8 20 TGt & 200 =t & QetfOrn TR HI MR
forar 8, arfeh dhaat 1faet Y T & IoTg a8 TS ST o o =3 areag & o1 dg
% 81 gF 3 fahst ant et ofk Tsg-Tadtar sifemiiRat & arer e forar & arfes gamdt
Raté ferra Shaert & Tgra gt T

= fAreen:

o THETT UTH, UR GHSH & AHE: T Thd dl Sff @ &, aifchl d gi-aTEl a1d 99e™ &
I R T8 &l §AR ST H had 35% T &) 37U el F TR & IR S,
oI 3R fa= & YAl Slwd ol gHst Uy

. fafze wpa | nfora o depe: e A Rreae e whe (e 6-8) # T sifdaw
g1 fora =gt & oy Ted at g 8, STet Asfohal h Tfora gerdT fiReR 17% dadh
g STt 81

« rsforal Y fAren = @<t &1 sidr: aRart grT e R fhu S arer @< & dguma
WE §| GIETUT & IR, 77% ASh! bl fsit Whedl H AT ST 8, Saich A8hal
fIq ag Stichel dhad 56% &1 Sl t St M (33.7%) +t Tsfhal (24.3%) &
SaTeT fAerdt gl

+ Th dg g T Tefhal WR 3ER: gAR A& # A TR Thell & BE1 H
71% ASIRAT §| TRART Whel TTHIUT FTfhal i AT T % SR &| 37 Whedl ot
¢ e & FTSfoRal & forg fRer 1 Te oy IaT &g g1 S, fSi9eh uTe dsanl o
farerea Hieg 81 &l

o TRHR Tl Y dTehd: SRR ATI-UAT 31U+ S<=di ol UTgde el H U9l &
Hifeh 3¢ oIvTaT & o a8l Sgar fen Aed &1 gaifer, AR 21 @ udt 9dar & &
STet uTgae whel sfeie @™ d ogl dgR 8, a8 Wl Tt Ay 3R 59 &
i R # Urgde Tqal & dTHT aRISR 8 (AYU: 42% S 46%, T189: 65%
A 69%)|

. f3fSiest YewmE: 89% s<di & UTH ST 8, Alch- chad 7% & 3Thl IUANT U&TS h
forg anxd &1 siferenier sr=at AfFT ofk Aierer Hifgar # I Y 8, St Ak A R
Aerforen foreprer & ST ATem 81 46% <l ot SfSieet YREM I g 94 &l 8l

FAR AR #:

Enlightened India Foundation (EIF) Uld @i & UTHIOT &hitTeT H CI;?[ T T WA 3R
AR Aised UR & o I8! &1 g MY EIF hi ehefAu Hu—far e, farfa
SRifean, et ofik et STgR gRT HaTfeld 1 89 chad Gawsdi ol RUle gt o,
Jfech 3 IR Afehd ¥ T i ohd 81 39 ATl 75 3R S # gA7 16 gell oh 3,100 T
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